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Great empty spaces bring a sort of ftfeedom
to both soul and body. You may pitch
your tent where you will; or if ever you
decide to build anything, it can be in a style
of your own devising. You have room,
fresh materials, few models, and no critics.
You trust your own experience, not only
because you must, but because you find you
may do so safely and prosperously; the
forces that determine fortune are not yet
too complicated for one man to explore.
Your detachable condition makes you lavish
with money and cheerfully experimental;
you lose little if you lose all, since you remain
completely yourself. At the same time your
absolute initiative gives you practice in
coping with novel situations, and in being
original; it teaches you shrewd management.
Your life and mind will become dry and
direct, with few decorative flourishes. In
your works everything will be stark and
pragmatic; you will not understand why
anybody should make those little sacrifices
to instinct or custom which we call grace.
The fine arts will seem to you academic
luxuries, fit to amuse the ladies, like Greek
and Sanskrit; for while you will perfectly